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One-Way Ticket

[ pick up my life
And take it with me
And I put it down in
Chicago, Detroit,
Buffalo, Scranton,
Any place that is
North and East—
And not Dixie.

[ pick up my life

And take it on the train

To Los Angeles, Bakersfield,
Seattle, Oakland, Salt Lake,
Any place that is

North and West—

And not South.

[ am fed up

With Jim Crow laws,
People who are cruel
And afraid,

Who lynch and run,
Who are scared of me
And me of them.

[ pick up my life

And take it away

On a one-way ticket—
Gone up North,

Gone out West,

Gone!

Harlem [1]

Here on the edge of hell
Stands Harlem—
Remembering the old lies,
The old kicks in the back,
The old “Be patient”

They told us before.

Sure, we remember.

Now when the man at the corner store
Says sugar’s gone up another two cents,
And bread one,

And there’s a new tax on cigarettes—
We remember the job we never had,
Never could get,

And can’t have now

Because we're colored.

So we stand here

On the edge of hell

In Harlem

And look out on the world
And wonder

What we're gonna do

In the face of what

We remember.
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Drums Me and My Song

[ dream of the drums Black
And remember As the gentle night
Nights without stars in Africa. Black
As the kind and quiet night
Remember, remember, remember! Black
As the deep productive earth
[ dream of the drums Body
And remember Out of Africa
Slave ships, billowing sails, Strong and black
The Western Ocean, As iron
And the landing at Jamestown. First smelted in
Africa
Remember, remember, remember! Song
Out of Africa

[ dream of drums
And recall, like a picture,

Deep and mellow song
Rich

Congo Square in New Orleans— As the black earth
Sunday—the slaves’ one day of Strong
“Freedom”— As black iron
The juba-dance in Congo Square. Kind
As the black night
[ dream of the drums My song
And hear again From the dark lips
Jelly Roll’s piano, Of Africa
Buddy Bolden’s trumpet, Deep
Kid Ory’s banjo, As the rich earth
They join the drums... Beautiful
And I remember. As the black night
Strong
Jazz! As the first iron
Black
[ dream of the drums Out of Africa
And remember. Me and my
Song
Africa!
The ships!
New shore
And drums!
Remember!
I remember!
Remember!
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Consider Me On Friday the eagle flies.
Saturday laughter, a bar, a bed.

Consider me, Sunday prayers syncopate glory.
A colored boy, Monday comes,

Once sixteen, To work at eight,

Once five, once three, Late.

Once nobody, Maybe.

Now me.

Before me Consider me,

Papa, mama,
Grandpa, grandma,
So on back

To original

Pa.

(A capital letter there,
He
Being Mystery.)

Consider me,

Colored boy,

Downtown at eight,
Sometimes working late,
Overtime pay

To sport away,

Or save,

Or give my Sugar

For the things

She needs.

My Sugar,

Consider her

Who works, too—

Has to.

One don’t make enough
For all the stuff

It takes to live.

Forgive me

What I lack,

Black,

Caught in a crack

That splits the world in two
From China

By way of Arkansas

To Lenox Avenue.
Consider me,

Descended also
From the
Mystery.

Island [1]

Wave of sorrow,
Do not drown me now:

I see the island
Still ahead somehow.

I see the island
And its sands are fair:

Wave of sorrow,
Take me there.
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